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T-OWN  OF  DURHAM, 


'      Sd> 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 


FEBRUARY    ^5,    1867. 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 

Superintending  School  Committee. 


DOVER,    N . H , 
GEO.  WADLEIGH,  PRINTER— ENQUIRER  OFFICE. 

1867  . 
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EXPENDITURES. 


SJ5LECTMENS'  ACCOUNT. 

State  Aid  to  Families  of  Volnnteers,  in  luli,  from  Ma.}' 
^  I,     1865. 

PaiR^ames  M.  T.oDg  13  60 

Andrew  D.  Morimg  13  00 

Horatio  P.  Abbott  6  80 

John  Goodrich  20  40 

Robert  W.  Francis  20  40 

Patrick  Kyan  20  00 

George  E.  Lajigley  20  00 

Moses  B.  Langley  34  93 

Joseph  \V.  Dame  48  00 

ThomcB  Couuor  23  74 

Samuel  J.  Jones  30  80 

Samuel  E.  Smith  42  66 

Asa  1).   Palmer  15  20 

Samuel  Berry  5  60 

Dennis  MoUoy  20  40 

David  0.  Davie  73  60 

James  R.  Small  10  (jg 

•  James  T  Young  14  66 

Charles  H.  ReynoKle  28  00 

Charles  S.  Davis  20  5a 

James  L.  Goodwin  140  40 
John  Drew,  2d                                               .  \    132  00 


155  98 
Less  Ot    1865  600  00 

$155  08 


3 

STATE  TAX. 
Paid  State  Tax  for  1866 

COUNTY  TAX. 
Paid  County  Tax  lor  1866 

ARREARAGES. 

Paid  J.  A.  Richardson  and  S.  Dern<!:ntt,   Auditors 
Geo.  Wadleigh  I'or  printing  Town  Accounts 
J.  B.  Smitli,  for  repairs  on  Town  Hall 
Mathes  &  Clark  for  goods  delivered  poor 
John  Drew  for  services  as  Police  Officer  in  1865 
Ira  T.  Perkins  for  bridge  plank 
Jacob  Mathes  for  dripping  stone  for  Town  Hall 


3,181  M 

$974  U 

4  0(« 

40  m 

e'j, 

17  34 

5     6  00 

3  n 

1      8  OU 

73  0^ 


ABATEMENTS  IN  JACOB  MATHES'  LIST  P^OR  186:.. 
Charles  H.  Pulsifer  3  80     Robert  Stacy  4  59 

William  Wiggin  3  80     Asa  Miller  4  IS 

John  Broderick  3  80     Eliza  Hodgdon  1  46 


21  «'i 

ABATEMENTS   IN  JOHN    E.   GRIFFITH'S   LIST 

FOR  186e. 

David  S.  Gliddeu  7  8 1 

Josiah  Nason  3  8f- 

Parker  Stevens,  jr.  3  6^ 

Tobias  Bunker  1  4U 

Curtis  Stimpeou  3  4(^ 

Nathaniel  Ellett  3  4(f 

Charles  H.  Reynolds  3  4(^ 

Job  R.  Durgin  3  40 

William  Vaughan  3  4(i 

Samuel  Berry  3  4(f 

Edward  Ryan  4  8:f 

Alfred  Hoitt  6  Of 

Charles  W.  Emereon  3  4(! 


JaMies  R.  Small  3  4q 

Nathaniel  Bradley  2  15 

Charles  Place  3  68 

Albert  Young  1  00 

Kalpb  Corsou  1  19 

James  Morrison  3  40 

Joshua  Pinkham  3  40 

Sarah  Drew  1  42 

Cbarles  W.  Hayes  3  54 

Paul  Chesley's  heirs  14 

Daniel  S.  Colman  1  38 

George  Fowler  3  68 

Hopley  Demeritt's  heirs  2  23 

81  08 
INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 

Amount  of  interest  paid  on  Notes  $2,296  85 

Non-resident  Highway  tax  worked  36  67 

BREAKING  OUT  ROADS  IN  WINTER. 

Dist.  1.     Andrew  D.  Moring  41  93 

2.  A.  D.  McDaniel  13  40 

3.  Nathan  Woodraau  2  00 

4.  James  F.  Walker  38  01 

5.  Eben'r  J.  Parsons  20  00 

6.  William  H.  Bunker  16  00 

7.  John  S   Chesley  38  50 

8.  John  P.  Emerson  51  16 

9.  George  J.  Wiggin  4  67 

10.  George  J.  Wiggin  46  83 

11.  John  B.  Griffiths  25  67 

12.  Winthrop  S.  Meserve  14  67 

13.  Jacob  Edgerly  4159 

14.  Dudley  P.  Bickford  43  23 

15.  Thomas  0.  Clark  41  08 
10.  Warren  Smith  30  84 
17.     Samuel  Twombly  '                                   28  50 


18.  Nicholas  Drew  16  18 

19.  William  R.  Coffin  21  45. 

20.  John  Moouey  .    6  26 

21.  JohnO.  Wiggin  20  42 

23.  John  Drew  45  00 

24.  Eben'r  M.  Davis  22  95 
25  Eben'r  Kent,  jr.  9  68 
26.  Jose  W.  Woodman  19  33 
21.  Joseph  C.  Bartlett  15  45 


Dist.  No. 


674  84 

SCHOOL  MONEY. 

1 

Paid  Samuel  H.  Greene 

82  65 

1 

Joshua  B.  Smith 

162  10 

2 

Daniel  Chesley 

102  02 

o 
O 

Jeremiah  Drew 

11178 

4 

Moses  G.  VVoodman 

155  71 

4 

Israel  P.  Church 

2  64 

6 

Ebenezer  M.  Davis 

156  17 

5 

Levi  C.  McDaniel 

8  45 

6 

Warren  Smith 

114  54 

7 

Stephen  Header 

155  23 

8 

Joseph  S.  Burnham 

133  13 

9 

William  H.  Davis 

132  81 

10 

Thomas  K.  Perkins 

111  72 

1428  95 
DURHAM  FALLS  AND  STEELE'S  BRIDGES. 
Paid  Henry  W.  B.  Grover  for  labor  5  00 

MarkWilley  "  7  60 

Joseph  S.  Burnham  for  plank  16  72 

Rufus  Willey  for  spikes,  1  75 


PISCASSIC  BRIDGE. 
Paid  Warren  Smith  for  labor 
Eben'r  M.  Davis     " 
Cyrus  Gr.  Smith  for  stringer 
Sarah  C.  Young  for  stringer  and  bridge  railing 


30  97 

4 

00 

12 

76^ 

8 

00 

14 

00 

38  75 


WIS  WALL'S  MILL  BRIDGE, 
Faid  1\  B.  York  for  labor 

T.  H.  Wiawall  &  Co.  for  labor 

Jof^eW,  Woodman         " 


N  E WMAKKET  BRIDGE. 

Faid  Andrew  B.  Thompson  for  watching 

William  Lang-ley  for  labor 

Andi-ew  J.  Doe        *' 

John  Langle.y  " 

Joseph  Stevens        " 

George  0.  Langley  " 

John  F.Drew 
'■        Andrew  D.  Moring"    " 

Warren  Smith  " 

Mark  Willey 

Ai  T.  Gilraan  for  labor  and  material 

Joseph  S.  Buruham  for  lumber 

Stephen  Smith  for  two  stringers 

Kobert  Channel      " 

J.  S  &  E.  Bennett  for  lumber 

C.  F.  Stackpole  &  Co.  for  iron  work 

Newmarket  Manufacturing  Co.  for  iron 

Sben'r  Kent,  Jr.  for  labor 

Leonard  Smith         " 

Emery  Taylor  for  watching 

266  62 
WISWALI/S  MILL  TwOAD. 
Faid  T.  IJ.  Wiswall  k  Oo.  for  lumber  4  76 

John  0.  Wiggin  for  labor  9  00 

Oliver  W.  Coleman  " 
Joseph  C.  Bartlett  " 
Jonathan  Dearborn  " 
Charles  Sinclair         " 

82  26 


t 

00 

8 

25 

15 

50 

30 

15 

1 

25 

2 

50 

o 
O 

00 

8 

25 

5 

25 

10 

00 

12 

00 

12 

50 

n 

00 

18 

00 

18 

25 

26 

40 

42 

00 

45 

00 

5 

80 

1 

92 

20 

00 

9 

00 

T 

00 

1 

50 

1 

00 

4 

50 

o 
o 

50 

3 

50 

1 

BRIDGE  FLANK  AND  ROADS. 

Faid  Joseph  S.  Buraham  for  bridge  plank  IS  60 

Wiuthrop  S.  Meserve  for  labor  T  00 

Eben'r  J.  Parsons  for  powder,  fuze  and  drills  118 

Sam'i  Twombly  labor  on  Newraiirket  bridge  1  25 

28  cn: 
GENERAL  EXPENSE. 
Paid  John  Drew  for  serviceB  as  Police  Officer  for  1866  5  00 
for  revenue  stamps  6  ^'^ 

Books  and  stationery  12  05 

J.  B.  Smith  tor  time  and  expense  at  Concord  13  50 

for  cleaning  office  1  ^^ 

Insurance  on  Town  Hall  building-  10  00 

for  tax  bill3  to  J.  B.  Griffiths  3  00 

for  coal  bills  to  J.  S.  Smith  »  82 

Israel  P   Church  for  setting-  stone  on  boundary 

line  2  50 

Job  Giles  for  iron  work  82 

Tax  on  Barrington  land  2  5i 

Henry  W.  B.  Grover  for  guide  boards  8  00 

John  Smart  for  care  oC  hearse        '  •  2  00 

Warren  Smith  for  services  as  selectman  30  00 

Eben'r  Kent,  Jr.        "         "  "  30  00 

Joshua  B.  Smith  as  selectman  and  treasurer  15  00 

Joseph  W.  Coe  stationery,  boc»ks  and  coal  ^»  34 

John  W.  E.   Thompson   for  servicos  m   Town 

Clerk  22  22 

John  B.  Griffiths  services  as  collector  of  taxes  125  00 
G  E.  Wiggln  servicesas  Superin'g  School  Com.  15  00 
Olinthus  N.  Doe         "  "  "         "         15  00 

Kev.  Alvan  Tobey  20  00 

A.  D.  Moring  labor  on  Town  Hall  conductors  1  50 
David  Stevens  for  services  in  Town  Meeting  2  00 

J.  B.  Smith  time  on  war  debt  and  state  aid  ao't.  12  50 

426  14 
Paid  Nicholas  Drew  for  damage  to  sheep  10  00 
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'SCHOOL  HOUSE  TAXES. 

Paid  Samuel  H.  Greene  for  District  No.  1  125  00 

George  J.  Wiggin    "         "         "     4  300  00 

Warren  Smith           "         "         "6  104  93 

Eben'rKent,  Jr.  for  taking  invoice  No.  4  3  00 

Joshua  B.  Smith     "       "         ««         <«     4  3  qq 
John  B.  Griffiths  for  collecting  School  House  tax  5  00 

540  93 
CREDIT  ACCOUNT. 

Rec'd  of  William  F.  Jones  overseer  of  poor  181  94 

*  Savings  Bank  tax  dividend  392  32 

Railroad            "         '*  601  36 

Literary  fund  46  35 

Stringers,  old  plank  and  chips  8  80 

Town  of  Newmarket  for  bridge  expense  25  00 

Nath'l  Ellett's  tax  1865  3  80 

Wharf  rent  8  47 

Resident  taxes  T336  39 

Non-resident  taxes  234  22 

Non-resident  highway  taxes  55  II 

Rent  of  store  115  00 

Resident  highway  taxes  51  06 

Dog  taxes  68  00 


9133  82 
Balance  on  hand  612  79 

Schoolhouse  taxes  543  qq 

State  aid  755  93 

United  States  bounties  805  QQ 

By  cash  of  Jacob  Mathes  from  Town  Farm  sales       965  00 


$12816  49 

EXPENDITURES. 

State  Tax  3 187  50 

County  Tax  974  74 

School  Money                                   ,  1428  95 

Arrearages  73  Q7 


.9 

Abatements  1866  21  62 

Abatements  1866  81  08 

Interest  2296  85 

Newmarket  Bridge  266  62 

Durham  Falls  &  Steele's  Bridges  30  97 

Piscassic  38  75 

Wiswall's  Mill  Bridge  30  75 

Wiswall's  Mill  Road  32  26 

Bridge  Plank  and  Labor  28  03 

General  Expense  426  14 

Damage  to  sheep  10  00 

Non-resident  highway  taxes  worked  36  67 

Auditors  4  00 


8968  00 

Schoolhouse  Taxes 

540  93 

Snow  Bills 

674  84 

State  Aid 

155  98 

Notes  Paid 

1735  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 

741  74 

12816  49 
JOSHUA  B.  SMITH,  )    Selectmen 

WARREN  SMITH,  f-  of 

EBENEZER  KENT,  JR.,   )      Durham 

Durham,  N.  H.,  Feb.  25,  1867. 
We  have  carefully  examined  the  foregoing  accounts  and 
find  them  well  vouched  and  accurately  cast. 

J.  A.  RCHARDSON,    )  ^    .ito,3 
BENJAMIN  DOE.         |  Aumtors 

Amount  of  Notes  March  1866  33652  00 

Notes  Paid  1735  00 

Cash  on  hand  741  00 

2476  00 


Indebtedness  March  1867  31176  00 

SCHOOL  MONEY. 

Required  by  Law  850  GO 

Extra  500  00 

Literary  Fund  1865—6  78  95 

1428    95 


io 


REFOKT  OF  W.  S.  MKSERVE, 

Overseer   of  f.he    Poor  for   the    Town    of  Durham. 

KILLS  AT  THE  FARM. 

FiAid  Demeritt  &.  Meserve  for  pressing  hay  ia  1865 

Charles  H.  Trickey  for  cloth 
-         Stevens  &  C'lrirk  for  oxon 
"  "         "  cow 

James  W.  Foss  for  six  months  labor 

Madburv  tax 

Rufu8  Willey  for  blacksmith  labor 

J.  S.  &  E.  Bennett  for  haying  tools 

Dr.  S.  H.  Greene  for  attendance  on   3.    Ohesley 
and  other« 

Job  R.  Giles  ftu-  blacksmith  labor 

Young,  Gerry  &  Co.  for  meat 

J.  Perkins  for  plow^ 

J.  P.  Mellen  for  churn  and  other  articles 

John  T.  Hanson  Sc  Co.  for  groceries 

J.  W.  Coe  for  g-rooeries  1865 

J.  W.  Coe  for  groceries  1866 

Samuel  Runlett  for  sawing  lumber 

James  Twombly  for  1  pair  shoes  S.  Cheeley 

IraT.  Jenkins  for  wood 

Daniel  Chesk^y  for  cutting  grass 

Ephraim  Bradley  for  horse  to  draw  water 

W.  S.  Meserve  for  labor  and  cash  paid  out 

John  P.  Emerson  for  balance  of  his  bill 

E.  T.  Emi^rson  for  use  and  damage  to  plow 

C.  n.  Trickey  for  cloth 

S.  J.  Jones  for  drawing  pressed  hay 

937  54 


1.0  54 

5  76 

225  00 

35  00 

129  00 

8  76 

5  76 

4  65 

T  00 

7  50 

15  81 

U  00 

6  94 

213  as 

2  49 

43  51 

8  55 

2  00 

30  00 

1  50 

1  8^ 

67  94 

88  15 

3  00 

1  00 

1  50 

u 

POOR  AWAY  FROM  FARM. 

Faid  Moses  G.  Woodman,  goods  del.  Ff.  H.  Hilliard  7  15 

Edward  Peudexter  for  house  rent     do         do  I  69 

W.  S.  Mt'&erve  for  goods  del.            do         do  1  12 

Dr.  S.  H.  Greene  for  attendance  on  do         do  10  00 

M.  M.  Estabrooks  for  goods  del.      do         do  17  67 

John  Drew  for  wood  del.  Mrs.  S.  B.  Drew  4  25 

Nathan  Woodman      '*                 "                 "  2  00 

Dr  S.  H.  Greene,  attendance  on  Davis  children  4  00 

M.  M.  E8tabrooks  for  goods  del.  Mrs.  S.  B.  Drew  72  98 

'*                    '•'           C.  &  A.  Stimpson  S  00 

Eben'r  Kent,  jr.  for  wood  del.  Mathias  Edgerly  2  00 

J.  S.  &  E.  Bennett  for  goods  del.  Mrs.  Crayon  56  00 

goods  del.  E.  Watson  in  '65  13  75 

"            "                   "          Mrs.  Kennedy  7  00 

J.  M.  Dearborn             "                 "  2  09 

"  "  "  Mfp.  Crayon  J  2  00 
Dr.  S,  H.  Greene  for  attendance  on  Mrs.  French 

and  daughter  8  00 

J.  M,  Towle  for  goods  del.  Polly  Elliott  15  56 

1.  B.  George  for  transportation  1  00 

For  two  depositions  2  00 

213  n 

GENERAL  EXPENSES,, 

Paid  W,  S.  Meserve  for  services  as  Overseer  50  75 

OE.  RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES. 

iRec'd  of  James  Butler  for  hay  61  45 

for  house  rent  11  83 

of  Stevens  &  Clark  for  osen  243  00 

for  poultry  ^  40  13 
for  pasturing  2  cows  $14,  1  horse  2  weeks  93cts  14  93 

for  barley  2  00 

of  Stevens  &  Clark  for  keeping  droves  70  85 

for  horse  and  ox  labor  of  W.  S.  Meserro  14  12 

of  County  of  Strafford  362  75 
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of  Newmarket  for  supplies  to  Mrs.  S.  B.  Drew 
of  Dover  for  supplies  to  H.  £1.  Hilliard 
of  J.  T.  Hanson  for  barter 
of  J.  P.  Emerson  as  per  bill 
of  A.  Hoitt  for  hay 

1,558  30 

DR.  RECAPITULATION. 

Bills  at  the  Farm  9S1  64 

away  from  Farm  243  1 7 

General  Expense  50  T5 


37  79 

37  63 

103  82 

201  50 

356  50. 

1,231  46. 


TOTAL. 

Total  Cr.  1,568  30 

Total  Dr.  1,231  46 


Balance  326  84 

W.  S.  MESERVE,  Overseer  of  Poor. 


REPOBT    OF    THE 
SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

For  the  Year  eH<ling  March,  1867. 


In  order  to  give  the  material  facts  with  regard  to  the 
•schools  in  the  smallest  space,  we  present  some  of  them  in 
the  following  tables  : 


S^iiiminei* 

Si'liools. 

(o.  Dis .     Xamea  of  Teachers. 

No. 

Monthly 

No.  of 

Averaga 

weeks. 

wages. 

scholars. 

attendance 

1  Fanny  A.  Young  of  Durham, 

11 

$28 

52 

42 

2  Rhoda  J.  DaTis  of  Lee, 

10  J 

20 

in 

3  Sarah  E.  Hayes  of  Dorer, 

84 

24 

12 

10   1-2 

4  Lizzie  A.  Chace  of  Sanborntoa  i5riil_ 

ge,  10 

28 

11) 

15 

G  Sarah  D.  Batchelderof  Salisbury, Mass.  11 

23 

26 

22 

6  Anna  M.  Harvey  of  Nottingham, 

9 

16 

10 

7  41-44 

1  Emma  A.  Perkins  of  New  Market, 

0 

20 

25 

20 

8  Belle  S.  Hoitt  of  Lee, 

7 

26 

24 

20  32-38 

9  Kate  Hamilton  of  Lee, 

10 

22 

38 

33  16-4!» 

[0  Ella  F.  Wiggin  of  Durham, 

8 

22 

13 

13  3-10 

Wiiitei' 

Soliools. 

1  Melissa  J.  Young  of  Durham, 

15 

$36 

44 

34 

2  Rhoda  J.  Davis, 

15 

24 

14 

3  Sarah  E.  Hay«.s, 

84 

24 

12 

10  1-2 

4  Mary  C.  Cook  of  Dover, 

10 

32 

20 

17 

6  Mary  J.  Langley  of  Strafford, 
6 

7  Emma  A.  Perkins, 

13 

26 

36 

29  5-13 

14 

24 

34 

25 

8  Belle  S.  Hoitt 

10 

30 

29 

24  45-4;t 

0  Clarriny  Folsom  of  New  Market, 

8 

32 

32 

23  17-40 

10  Mary  E.  Young  of  Durham, 

4  3- 

5      20 

16 

13  11-2:! 

The  teachers  in  District  No.  1,  both  did  well.  There  was 
the  usual  want  of  manifest  interest  by  the  people,  with  less 
than  usual  complaints  from  them.  In  the  winter  the  school 
Was  benefitted  by  a  small  number  of  the  scholars  leaving, 
probably  because  they  were  not  willing  to  be  subject  to  a 
reasonably  strict  government.  The  teacher  says,  "The 
dancing  school  in  progress  in  the  village  during  the  winter 
lias  prevented  the  older  boys  from  realizing  as  much  profit 
from  the  school  as  they  otherwise  might  have  done.  If 
"there  is  a  time  to  dance,"  it  surely  cannot  be  when  schol- 
ars are  laying  the  foundation  of  their  education.  No  per- 
Bon,  young  or  old,  can  be  out  until  midnight  or  later,  two 
or  three,  and  in  some  cases  four  nights  each  week,  and  feel- 
ing in  working  order  by  day."  These  words  deserve  the 
sober  thoughts  of  those  whom  they  concern.  For  the  year 
the  school  was  more  than  usually  successful.  The  govern- 
ment was  good,  the  teachers  were  laborious,  and  the  in- 
struction thorough. 

In  No.  2,  the  same  teacher  was  employed  for  both  terms 
as  in  the  winter' before.    It  is  enough  to  say   that  she   aus- 
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tained   hor  excelient  character  as  a  teacher,   aud   the  high 
standing  of  her  school. 

In  District  No.  3,  the  school  was  kept  by  a  teacher  not 
before  employed  in  town,  and  wholly  in  the  fall  and  winter. 
The  scholars  were  interested,  well  disposed  and  made  good 
progress.  It  was  matter  of  reasonable  regret  that  the  sum- 
mer term  was  not  earlier,  so  as  better  to  accommodate  the 
small  scholars,  and  so  as  to  have  a  vacation  between  the 
terms.  Sixteen  or  eighteen  weeks  continuously  is  too  long 
for  the  best  improvement  of  any  school. 

Both  teachers  in  No.  4,  have   h;id   experience    and    been 

very  successful.     Perhaps  in  the  summer  there  might  have 

been  greater  interest  than  there  was. 

i:       No  school  has  surpassed  this  in  the  winter.     It  may   be 

f.  regarded   as  a  model  for  good  conduct,  good  feeling,  inter- 

''    «^8t  in  study  and  progress. 

In  No  5  the  teacher  of  the  summer  school,  without  pre- 
vious experience,  was  amply  qualitied  in  scholarship,  but 
did  not  readily  adapt  herself  to  the  capacity  and  wants  of 
her  scholars.  She  erred  in  giving  very  little  attention  to 
the  small  children,  who  were  the  large  majority  in  num- 
ber. She  attempted  to  conduct  the  school  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  would  be  suitable  for  one  more  advanced,  in  whicb 
the  scholars  would  need  to  recite  only  once  or  twice  a  day. 
Little  children  must  have  frequent  and  short  lessons.  They 
cannot  learn  in  any  other  way.  They  should  read  and 
spell  at  least  four  times  a  day.  But  complaint  was  made 
to  us,  that  in  some  instances  little  children  had  no  lessoR 
for  a  whole  day,  and  even  more  than  one  day  It  is  just, 
however,  to  say  that  there  was  some  improvement  in  this 
respect  in  the  latter  part  of  the  term. 

In  the  winter  we  found  here  a  former  very  successful 
teacher  of  this  and  other  schools  in  town.  And  by  her 
eflSciency  and  success  she  sustained  the  excellent  character 
she  then  acquired. 

In  No.  6  is  the  smallest  school  in  town.  The  teacher  iu 
the  summer,  though  young  and  inexpeiienced,  was  compe> 
tent,  faithful  and  successful.  She  made  the  school  com- 
pare well  with  others  which  are  larger. 

No  school  has  been  kept  during  the  winter.  The 
school-house  has  been  repaioid,  aud  is  said  to  be  now  in  a 
good  condition. 

In  No  7  the  same  teacher  was  employed  in  both  seasons, 
and  did  well.  The  excellent  chaiuctor  whi  :h  the  school 
has  borne,  with  some  exceptions,  ever  6mc<i  the  school- 
house  was  built,  was  fairly  sustained. 

In  No.  8  the   teacher,    who  taught  very    successfully    & 
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private  school  here  early  in  the  spring,  was  employed  tc 
keep  the  summer  school  early  autl  the  winter  school  late, 
because  she  had  been  previously  eng-aged  elsewhere.  The 
school  did  not  disappoint  the  high  expectations  raised  of 
its  usefulness.  It  was  very  highly  satisfactory  both  to  the, 
people  and  the  committee. 

In  No.  9  the  summer  school  did  very  Avell.  The  teac)i»^ir 
was  interested,  laborious  and  successful.  She  ought  to 
have  been  employed  for  the  winter  kcIiooI. 

The  young  man  who  kept  the  winter  school  was  fully 
competent  as  to  his  literary  attainments,  but  without  exp«v 
rience.  And  every  young  teacher  with  no  experience  ie 
very  liable  to  fail  of  complete  success.  In  this  case  the 
school  promised  well  in  the  beginning.  TJut  some  differ- 
ences arose  about  the  government :  and  its  appearance  at 
the  close  was  not  so  ;>ood  as  ve  had  lioped  it  would  be. 

The  summer  school  in  District  No.  K',  with  the  same 
teacher  as  in  the  winter  before,  did  quitf^  well,  as  well  ae 
could  reasonably  be  expected.  The  winter  school  was  be- 
gun by  a  competent  teacher  without  experience,  who  left 
when  about  half  through  the  tern),  on  account  of  ill  health. 

The  school-houses  in  Districts  No.  1,  No.  4  and  No.  C 
have  been  repaired,  and  very  materially  improved  within 
the  year.  Only  one,  that  in  No.  10,  is  now  left  in  a  very 
bad  condition.  The  one  in  No.  S)  is,  however,  in  a  bad  way 
and  needs  attention.  People  do  not  commonly  think  how 
important  it  is  that  school-houses  be  kept  in  good  repair, 
made  always  comfortable,  convenient,  attriictive,  and  fur- 
nished with  some  school  apparatus.  A  proper  condition  of 
the  house  gives  encouragement  both  to  the  teacher  and  the 
Bcholars.  It  makes  their  work  easier,  more  pleasant,  aTn* 
consequently  more  successful. 

It  is  a  very  common  complaint  of  teuohei-s  that  parents 
do  not  visit  the  schools,  and  do  not  seem  to  take  interest 
in  them.  In  every  register  iu  which  remarks  are  made  by 
the  teacher,  except  one,  there  is  this  complaint.  And  ia 
the  one  exception  the  complaint  might  have  been  made. — 
It  is  a  reasonable  complaint.  More  friendly  interest  ought 
to  be  felt  and  manifested  by  parents,  by  prudential  com- 
mittees, and  by  the  people  generally.  .  It  is  something  that 
there  is  a  Superintending  School  Conuuiitee  who  have  the 
official  duty  of  visiting  the  schools,  and  try  to  perform  it 
But  friendly  unofficial  visits  are  iiot  niU'ih,'  if  any,  less  im- 
portant. Simple  justice  to  the  teaciier  and  the  scholars  rtr- 
quires  that  we  visit  the  schools.  We  form  opinions  about 
them  ;  and  we  ought  to  judge  ol  them  fairly,  with  a  com- 
petent knowledge  from  our  personal   observation,  and   not 


^ 


16 

/    on\j  from  the   reports  and    appearance  of  the   scholars  out 

/  of  school.  This  is  especially  important  if  we  have  suspi- 
cion that  things  ai'e  not  going  on  well. 

The  committee  has  in  former  years  recommended  a  union 
of  Districts  No.  5  and  No.  10.  We  now  learn  that  Mr.  Jo- 
seph C.  Bartlett  wishes  to  be  separated  from  District  No. 
10  and  united  with  District  No.  1,  and  that  some  others  in 
District  No.  10  wish  to  be  united  with  No.  5.  If  these 
changes  can  be  harmoniously  and  fairly  made,  so  as  to  abol- 
ish No.  10,  we  have  no  doubt  the  measure  will  be  for  the 
good  of  all  the  parties  concerned.  We  recommend  it  as 
worthy  of  candid  consideration,  and  desirable  for  the  good 
of  the  scholars  in  the  two  districts. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town  last  year,  in 
addition  to  the  provision  which  the  law  makes,  was  none 
too  great  for  the  wants  of  the  scholars.  The  schools  have 
not  been  too  long  ;  and  the  teachers  have  not  been  too  well 
paid.     There  is  need  of  as  much  for  the  year  to  come. 

"f  The  committee  have  performed  more  than  the  usual 
amount  of  labor  in  the  supervision  of  the  schools,  and  we 
trust  not  without  some  good  effects. 

The   following  scholars    deserve  honorable   mention   for 

their  constancy  in  attendance  : — Not  absent  nor  tardy,    in 

District  No.  1,  Summer  terra,   Amos  Smart  and  Charles  E. 

-    Smart.     District  No.  2,  Summer,  not  absent  or  tardy,  Bes- 

'  sie  Chesley,  Forest  Smith,  Mary  Bunker,  and  not  absent 
Daniel  Chesley  ;  Winter,  not  absent,  Bessie  Chesley,  Dan- 
iel Chesley.  District  No.  4,  Winter  term,  John  Chesley. — 
District  No.  5,  Summer  term,  George  W.  Tuttle,  Herbert 
Tuttle  and  Mattie  Davis  ;  Winter  term,  Frank  E.  Doe, 
Charles  H.  Tuttle,  George  W.  Tuttle  and  Herbert  Tuttle. 
No.  Y,  Summer,  Mary  P.  Edgerly,  Lucy  J.  Edgerly,  Emma 
E.  Mathes,  Hannah  A.  Mathes,  Ida  J.  Meader,  Annie  0. 
Pinkham,  Jabez  H.  Stevens,  Mazella  Stevens  ;  Winter — 
Hannah  A.  Mathes,  Emma  E.  Mathes,  Ida  J,  Mathes,  An- 
nie 0.  Pinkham.  No.  8,  not  absent  a  half  day  in  either 
term,  Samuel  Burnham,  Charles  Coffin,  Frank  Doe,  Lizzie 
Willey,  Maria  York.  Not  absent,  tardy  nor  dismissed, 
Samuel  Burnham,  Maria  York.  No.  9,  Summer,  not  absent 
nor  tardy,  Hattie  Chapman,  Belle  A.  Harvey,  Charles 
Chapman,  John  Hogan,  Charles  York.  No.  10,  Summer, 
Georgie  A.  Dearborn,  Annie  E.  Blanchard,  Katie  H.  Mc- 
Kone,  Eddie  McKone  ;  Winter,  Lizzie  Blanchard,  Annie 
G.  Blanchard.  ALVAN  TOBEY,  )  Superint'g 

0.  NEWTON  DOE,         [      School 
CHARLES  E  WIGGIN,)  Committee. 
Durham,  N.  H.  March  1,  1861. 
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